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Abstract:

This paper reviews the literature on the economics of climate change adaptation in developing countries,
and identifies three key points for consideration in future studies. One key point is that all development
policy should be formulated using forecasts from climate science as a baseline. When this is not done, there
is risk that a false status quo without climate change is seen as an implicit baseline. Another key point is that
authors must be clearer about their behavioral assumptions: Many studies either (problematically) assume
profit maximization on the side of farm households, or do not specify behavioral assumptions at all. A third
important point is that the allocation of rights is crucial for the results; if households have a right to maintain
their current livelihoods, the costs of climate change in developing countries are considerably greater than
traditional willingness-to-pay studies would indicate. Thus, costs and benefits of climate change adaptation
cannot be analyzed using economic aspects only; climate science, behavioral science, and legal and moral
aspects have crucial implications for the outcome of the analysis.
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Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Policymaker

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified
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Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Co-Benefit/Co–Harm (Adaption/Mitigation):  

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases 

A focus of content

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Health Outcome Unspecified

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Model/Methodology:  

type of model used or methodology development is a focus of resource

 Cost/Economic, Methodology, Other Projection Model/Methodology

Other Projection Model/Methodology: discussion

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Low Socioeconomic Status

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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